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Dedication

This Strategy is dedicated to the memory of Jon Winter, for his many years of work on and
devotion to the study and conservation of Great Gray Owls.

Photo: Chevron Corporation. October 2, 1986, Yosemite National Park.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Great Gray OwIStrix nebuloa) is one of the largest owls in the world and has a Holarctic

di stribution. Great Gray OwlMountaiessonstitutega i n Cal i
putativesubspecieéS. n.yosemitensjsthat is isolated from the rest of the North American
populationand likely comprises fewer than 100 breeding pdingybreed most commonly near

montane meadows in milevation conifer forests with dense canopy cover. In recent,years

multiple nests have also been found at lower elevations in mixed harcwoaddr forests,

sometimes miles from the nearest montane meadow. Including suchthne@ts, e at Gr ay Owl
overall elevation range for nesting in the Sierra Nevada is appr@tnréi32400 m above sea

level.

The Great Gray Owl was listed under the Californiddmgered Species AGCESA)in 1980

and isdesignateds a sensitive species in Region 5 of the USDA Forest Sefvieeextremely
small size of Californiads Great Gray Owl pop
status. ThigConservation Sategycollates scientific knowledgebout the Great Gray Owl and
providesconservation recommendations that we believe offer the best chance of preventing
extirpation ofthe speciesn California andncreasng the size of theopulation ultimately
towardthe goal of a sustainable population sinéormation used to develop this Strategy was
compiled from published literature pertaining to studies both iroatgideCalifornia, ancbne
onone interviews witt23 expertsand land managers in California whave studied Great Gray
Owls, surveyed extensively for them, or manage Great Gray Owl habitat on theirTargds.a
strategic documernmtendedor useby state and federldnd managers, private land owners,
nontgovernmental organizationsnd the sentific community It is not a regulatory document,
butratherprovides managemeatiggestionsand therationale for these suggestionsand
managers tprotectthe Great Gray Owl

We recommen&8 specific actionghat will helpprotectCa | i f Great Gray@®wisWe have
placedthese recommendationgar the front of this document to highlight their importamdeh
supporting rationale further developed in the .tékie actions address the following topics:

Designatng and manaigpg Great Gray OwlCore Management Area
Managingand restoringneadows and o#én foraging labitat
Managing and recruiting nesting habitat

Protecing Great Gray Owls duringabitataltering activities
Conducting arveys and reportingncidental sightings
Preventingvehiclestrikes

Reducingthe impact of esidential and agricultat development
Monitoring and research needs

= =4 -8 -8 _9_9_°_2

We hope this Strategy will stimulate and enhance efforts to consenpossillyincrease
Californiads Great Gr ay Owllcongewgiianlsuggestionaor Re ad e
ideas for refining and improving the recommendations in this Strategy are invited to contact the
authorsand CDFW
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